Challenges in the diagnosis and management of cervical neuroendocrine carcinoma.
Neuroendocrine carcinoma represents about 1% all cervical cancers accounting for 100-200 diagnoses annually in the USA. Although it is uncommon, it is an aggressive histologic subtype of this otherwise favorable disease. To date, there are no prospective studies or randomized trials specific to this disease to guide standard of care management. Published literature consists of small case series mostly describing single-institution experiences. The Society of Gynecologic Oncology and Gynecologic Cancer InterGroup have issued consensus guidelines about the treatment of this disease based on the existing retrospective literature and expert opinion. Ongoing research is focused on further clarifying the best treatment regimen and defining molecular alterations of these tumors that can be exploited by novel treatment mechanisms. The objective of this manuscript is to describe this entity, review the literature, summarize current treatment recommendations, and propose possible research efforts for women with neuroendocrine cervical cancer.